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End Before Jess Willard Shows
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JOCKEYING BEFORE CHAMPIONSHIP IS
PLACED AT STAKE IS ABOUT THROUGH

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

Jess Willard is today king of
them all in the roped arema. A year
from todsy he is expected to have
passed ingloriously from the center
of the stage, leaving behind him the
worst ring record of _ny heavy-
weight chumpion in the history of
bexing.

The Pottawstomie, Kan., cowboy
has mo annarent stomach for boxine.
He knocked out Jack Johnson April
15, 1915, in the twenty-sixth round.
Since that dsy he has entered the
ring just once, meeting Frank Moran
at Mew York March 25, 1916, in a
ten-round no-decizion beut.

Willsrd has used his championahip,
snd rightly, too, as & means of mak-
lag money. But when he declines
te defend his title against tho lead-
ing challengers, be deserves the lack
of sympathy shown by the public In
his own reign. Had Johnson fellow-|
ed guch a course, Willard would nev-
er have recelved his chance o wWin|
the championship.

To make matiers worse, now rumcll
Willard with an “offer” to meet any|
vhallenger. if ha is allowed to com-

duct the whole affalr by himeelf, if| ©&pe re-entering the ring. for which | p,

the bout is for ten rounds, without|
n decislon, and Il all the procesds are
turned over te the Had Cross.
champlon Ia ths history of the ring
ever suggested such ridiculous terms

Fulien Wost Freminent. |

Fred Fulton, of HRochester, Minn_
ranks as the most prominent of atl|
ihe heavyweight contenders.

With the snnouncemeni of Wil-
lard’s “offer,” came o the front those
oid horses of the roped enclosure.
Sam Langford, Joe Jeannette, Jim
1V'alfey, Frank Moran, Carl Morris, and
tupboat Smith. Fulton has beaten
most of thepe men, and is the only
to

nan to have compelled Langford
guir,
yeRr

Fulton elal

This he did at Boston this very

ms (0 have beatem Wil-/

r-roumd =xhibition bout
at Rochester, Minn., on March 14,
1915, just prior to the big battle at
Havana Willard has never actuslly
denied this statement. good natured
ly saying, *Well, if Fred thinks that

way about, let him go sbhend.”

Willard would never have come Lo
the front with even this “offer™ of
his, had Il mot bean fur the relent-
len8 pureuit of Fred Fulten, The
Minnesota Flasterer has gone around
the country, defeating all other poas-
dible challengers until he now stands|
in the forefront

Weunld Claim the I'Ttle.

Aboul A month ago came the bomb
ehell from the Fulton camp. Fulion's
manager, guoting the rules of ring
provedure in the past, calmly announc |
»d that If Willard didn’t cover the
Rochester man'g §1.000 furfeit by e
vembwer 20, 1917, Fulton would «laim
the world's championahip and would
defend it againsl all challengers

Willerd was basking in the sun of
Florida, whers his clrcus outfit was
working cn & contract with the Gov-
srnment The champlon even had
the nerve to allow it to be said that |
these cooditions made him a man
“working for the Government In war
time.” Hut daily came the stings of
eriticiam Bport writers, who can
malkke or break boxiag champlons,
pirured out the vials of their wrath
sguinat the sulking Willard. |

Rushing from Jacksonville to Chi.|
cago, though he might have done
quite as much beside the palms of
¥larida ss close 1o the stockyards of

1mowe, Willard anoounced his wil
iingness (0 “defend his titie™ and
e e
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follows:

provida a million dollara for the Red
Crosa.™

Then came the examination into his

accompanying conditions

Hew He Would De It
The champlon’'s conditions were as
#

Willard himaelf must be the sole

promoter.

The bout must be for ten rounds In
some big city. preferably Chicago, at

either of the baseball parkm

There should be no decislon.
His opponent should be *“selected

by & committes of Mfve newspaper

men.”

All the procesds ahould go to the
Red Cross

The Govermment should ralse
embargo on the moving pictures,
the profits of which would go to
Hed Croas

By the times the conditions sank
into Uhe gray matter of the country’s
leading boxing writers, Willard's
ponition with them war fixed for all
time. His small modicum of popu-
larity vanlahed at once. Now they
are wolves on his trail

It's Mere Camoufinge.

Willard's statements since hin origl
nal announcement have been mere at
tempts &t camoufiage He would

throw dust on his track. The object
of all his atatements has been to es

itm
=il
the

he has no eapecial lovek. The linpossl
ble conditions he names
Bui

of, say, twenty rounds or more.
Fulton is young, sirong, heavy
good boxer. and & falr hitter Hig
loft hand is his best: He is aggreasive
in the ring. Alied with the confidence
of youth.

|
|

out argument, his fitneas to entar the
same ring with Willard by defeating
every other prominent heavyweight
in the country.

Willard is believed 1o waigh about
285 pounda, though he refuses to step
upon & scale In public. His reason
Is unexplained. Fulton welghs
or 226 p de. The champi tand
€ feet @ Inches, but the challenger la
but an ipch and a half shorter. Phys
fcally they are nesrer equal than is
any other contender with Willard.

Wiliard Slow, Puitea Fast.

For big men, Fulton has consider
able speed. Willard (s & ateam roller,
In ten rounds Wililard would have no
trouble staying with Fulioa by mere
Iy keoping away from him and using
hia ext's weight, though this latter
advantage would be slight. Keeping
hia ponderous body on the move
through a second ten rounds, though,
would be different. It is that which
worries Willard. He fears mesling
Fulton in a tweniy-round bout, though
probably perfectly willing v box ten
rounds with him,

1t is unilkely that Willard wiil have
his way about the proposed boul.
The Govermment will frown om re
moving the embargo on fight plc-
tures. The Red Cross has already in-
timatfted ity unwillingnsas to accept
any money from such & source.

But Fulton and Willard have be#n
brought face to face at last. It will
imposaible for the champlon to
wriggle out of = bout with his fore-

prove this. | most challenger. They must meet and
i muost important to him Is to e8| the title must ba
No| cape facing Fulton In a decision bout |

placed st stake,
which means that no ten-round no-de-
cislon clash will satisfy the sporting

| world

The jockering is about done now.
In a few weeks real talk will be
heard. Then Fulton should have his

He has demonstrated, with- | chance before the aummer s gone.

ZBYSZKO LAYS CLAIM FOR

WORLD’S WRESTLING TITLE

20— Viadek

Sirangler

NEW YORK, Liee
Zbyszko, who defeated
Lewis In the Anal mateh of the three
wesks international wrestling tourna
ment Saturday., has announced ithat
e has lnid claim to the heavyweight
cateh as-catcbh-can  championship of
the world Zbhyezko Insiste that his
vietory over Lewis entitles hiin o
supreme honors and gives his reasons
for thinking =so

Although Zbyezko's claim will ol
recelve much attention among wres
ling +xperts and sporting wmen in
general because the two recugnized
leaders In the hesyywelght division
Earl Caddock snd Joe Stecher muat
be taken lnto consideration when the
champlonship is mvolved, his managsr
and the promolera of the recent tour
pey polnts 1o the fact that Zbyvezko
Las recelved a championahip belt for
beating Lewin, and will be booked s=
the catchascatchean titleholder in
all tournaments staged In the fulure

Cinim Neot Suppsrird.

Ireapite such announcemenl
facts do not support Ebysako's ciaim
As pointed out above a championahip
competition withour Earl Caddock
and Joe Stecher resembles “Hamlet™
with the Dane miasing, Caddock hud
beaten Hilecher, former claimant of
the title, and as Lewis had deferated
Olin, conqueror of Stecher, Caddock,
and Lewir were the logical contenderns
fer Lhe champlonship, with Csddock
in the lead. Zbyszko had never met
Caddock or Btecher he was only In
third position so far as the title was
poncerned, and his victory over Lewis
last Baturday does not in the least
alter the situation.

Caddock appeared enly in two
minor bouts in the tourney just ended
and Bischer did appear at all. The
only way to seitle the champlonahip
claim ls Lo get Lewis, Zbysxzko,
Stecher, and Caddock together in an
ellmination tournament. Zbyszko's
champlonship claim follows:

“] won the fArst prize In the tourna-
ment at the Lexington Opera House,
which to me means champlon of the

the

world. Craddock has no just clalma
to the titlee John Olin defeatsd
,

]

"ritle elaims,

| Montevidea

—

RBtechar, and Lewis In turn defeated
in That made Lewis champlon.
When Craddook defeated Joe Stecher
the latter had no title to lose
Ne Argument Lefi.

«“Huwever, thers soon will be no ar-
gumenl left. 1 am young and in good
wrestling condition, and can go on
the mat every week to defend my
I will gladly give Cad-
dock firat chance to dispute my clalm,
and Joe Stecher can comes next. Any
thne that Lewis feeln I am not the
champlon he can have snother crack
atl me.

Hegarding the Greco-Roman titie,
I hold that withoul dispute 1 de-
feated Aberg at Huenos Alres and
He 100k a fall from me

|in New York, but when we were re-

maiched in Boston, and after me
agreeing 1o give him the entirs
purse, he ran out of the mateh and
furfeited. That gave me the win-

ner's honor.
Can Have Maich.
“Anyons who dlsputes my cisim to
the Greco-Roman title can have &
match, and I will forfeit all claims to

| the money unleas I win innide of nev-

enty-five minutes. In other words, [
hereby offer to throw any man in-
side of one hour and a gquarter. Re-
garding the barring of the headlock,
I never requested that the hold
should be barred. The tourmament
managers barred the hold upon urg-
ings from the public snd preas”

ECHANG LEADS BACKSTOPS.

Wally Schang, now with the Redq
Sox, led all the catehers in the league
with the flail Iast season, having a
batting average of 285. Pat Faley,
also & Mackman along with Schang
last ysar, was second, with a total of
276, Hank De Baerry, of the Indians,
was third, with 272

FIRST AND ALBO LAST.

The Tankees led all teams last yesr
with twenty-ssvan home runa, yet
their team batting average was the
worst in the league, 238,

happy New Year,
an extreme!
ing how he into baseball, says

lmuﬂmh

has that unknown fan to

Boy, page that rabid fan!

for Boston, thou
should be so pun
Wiadek

entitled to Frank Gotch’s Ia
not result in making a champion.

West to in the army.

Bat

"

proceeds to go to the Red

baseball.

c-ll;‘l’nhin
oys
hooked

he talked

least $50
Weeghman.
Alexander reasons that W
blame him?

| Cardinals.

sole idea after all.

title, took part in but two bouts of no real

SHORT SPORT TALKS

By Louis A. Dougher—

Here's to you all, that you may spend a merry Christmas and a
and that your entire coming year will be fortunate to

Page That Rabid Fan!
Bily Evans, the American League’s most nobby arbitrator, in explain-
that a rabid fan's shout, “Ain’t you lost
your nerve 1™ brought about his decision to quit being a sporting editor in
umtpm ball games. Therefore, the m.lEr league world
thank for the presence of “ " Billy
Evans behind the bat. No better official was ever discovered.

Boston Now Gets Show.
New York may recover, after all. Those wrestlers have departed
no reason is given why the New England metropolis
yarko's vietory over “Strangler” Lewis, Saturday night,
mwmhmhkmr&ﬁu.m w-m&r&dﬁk
are the remaining members of the grappling trio who believe they are

, with
importance and then hiked

peor old Boston must now eadure those wrestlers for a while!
Whe'll be the “champion” in the Boston show?

Jesas Willard Is Winner.
Jess Willard, world's champion heavyweight circus athlete, steps up

At once he receives an offer for his

and offers to “defend his title in ten rounds without a decision, sll the
circus. Who said Jess wasn't a good business man?

Charlie Weeghman—He Talks.
Charlie Weeghman threatems to talk himself out of professional

Weeghman, who used to be a waiter in a one-armed restaurant before
to the ownership of a string of such places in

istening to himself. He got his

with the lamented Federal League

himself into the ownership of the Chicago National League

club. And he has been chattering ever since. But he's beginning to

suffer from the expected resuits of too much talking.

Going to New York for the annual meeting, he announced that he

“had $250,000 with which to strengthen the Cubs.”

Baker pmﬂuy sold him Alexander and Killifer, the former bringing at

. “I'd have given $75,000, had

, certainly
first real opportunity when he
So well did he orate that

S0 Col. William F.
Baker asked it,” chattered

Promptly Alexander put in & bid for $10,000 as a bonus.
eeghman

is then saving $15,000. Can you

“I'll give $50,000 for Hornsby,” roared Weeghman, and immediately
that young player put in a demand for a three-year contract at $10,000
per year, quite taking away Branch Rickey’s breath. Now Rickey is
seeking Weeghman's scalp for attempting to break up the morale of the

! Weeghman's rash utterances for the past few months have given his
fellow magnates large ideas as to his willingness to
They are ready to take some of his coin.
words, are seeking to have him squeiched for all time.
Cubs are getting a bundle of free advertising, which may be Weeghman's

er money.
at his foolish
Meanwhile, the

Others, peev

STARRED FOR PRINCETON

PHILADFELFPHIA, Der., 3 —Arthor
Leslle Wheeler, known to football fans
everywhere na "Beef” Wheeler, Prince-
tom's great guard on the elevena of "L
B2 M, and "M, is dead at his home here,
and his passing removes a piclurssgue
figure from Odd Nassau's gridiron gal-
lery of heroes

In his freahman year, Wheeler played
teft guard in the champlonahip contests
with Yale and Pennsylvania. He re
mained at that position to the end of
his football days and was never re-

nOT.

“Pudge” Heffelfinger, “Bum™ MecClung.
Vance McCormick, Jesse Riggs. “Hhep”

Homans. “Juah™ Hartwell, “Stan™ Mor
rison, Walluce, Winter, Thornton, Fos-
ter, Banford., Johany FPoe, and Frank

Hickey, but he classed with them all on
the gridiron
GRIFFMEN ARE WEAK.

The Griffmen ware the wealkest hit
ters in the Jeague Iast year. They
rapped out 1.240 hits, equaling the
count of the ed Sox and surrassinec
the Yankees' total of 1,234, But the
total of bases, 1.58), on these 1.240
binglesa was the amallest total In the
circult.

MAKES A REAL RECORD.

Carrall Jones, of the Tigers' pitch
ing staff, hung up « real major
| league racord last yesr. MHe went to
bat Afteen times In twenty-four

sames and falled to get a hit, his
AvArage being thres zeros bebind a|Leibold Sighteen, with Colline bring-
perhedy s

“Heel' Wheeler played In the days of

‘BEEF’ WHEELER IS DEAD; QUAKERS WILL HAVE

VARSITY CREW IN '18

That Penn will have & varsily crew
and schedule wus borne out a few
days ago when Columbia University
announced that 1wo of (ts dus! races
will be with Cotnell and the Red and
Hiue

It is understiod that both the
Poughkeapsie and Childe.Cup regatias
will not ba held next year,

Columbia dropped rowing the last
summer of kecount of the war. but

, will revive the apo
moved from any big gams for any rea-| port next spring.

Jim Rice, the veteran coach, has
been engaged and sxpected to call out
coarsmen for work om the machines
woon after the Christmas holidays are
over.

The Penn-Columbia race will doubt-
less be held over the Schuylkill course,
ay the New Yorkers have no regular
streich of thelr own, *

JAC?.EN DOES ;ELL.

Though Jo# sackson, the White
sox AlUERINE outficider, |8 not gener-
ally glven much consideration as a
ticlder, nevertholuse e foosied oniy
pix cHhances out of 3688 He ranked

fifth among tha league's outfieiders
last poason.

OUTFIELDERS CAN PEG.

The White Sox used four outfietd
er- Innl meason, Jackson, Felnch, Lol
poid, and “Shano" Collins, and among
that QUATLEl Wers collacted just mixty
six axsein. Felach pogged out twents
four riaaners, Jackmon elghtren, and

\ng WP WBY TRAE With

After rushing through the football
ssaron for & champlonship with =
record breaking team, Ceniral High
School proposes to get the old steam
roller going for a clean-up in all
other branches of sport.

Central In out after all the cham-
pionships this season and will be dis-
sppointed If the colors of the Me
Pleasant school are not carried to the
front in every competitive branch.

The football n furnished the
followers of scholastie sport here
with = first rate school

Not in the history of grid-
Iron sport here has such & well
drilled capable eleven been turned
out. As Coach C. A. Metzler has
chargs of the basketball and bassball
teams it {8 reasonable to suppose he
will have hia charges in top shape In
thess branches.
Hed One Big Year.

Last season Central had a big year.
The baseball, track, football and tem-
nila champlonships were won by the
Mt. Pleasant lads. This year it Is
the avowasd purposs of the Central
athletes to grab off all the tities

With the best prospects of any
school In the city for basketball Cen-
tral s looking forward to & suceess
ful season Daly, Solomon. Wilson,
Long., Potter and Foster look to he
mbout the real wstrength of the
scholastic quints and while the series

eleven, .

CENTRAL HIGH PLANS CLEAN-UP IN
ALL SPORT BRANCHES DURING YEAR

has not been started it might be
mentioned that Central looka like a
winner right now.

Cosch ¥F. J. Brunter of the swim-
ming team appears Lo have developad
a team which will hold its own with
any of the outof-town teams it may
be matched with. Ceniral is the only
school with a swimming team in this
ety and will in consequence land tha
title |n this sport.

Feoley la In Chargs

In track work Coach Willlam Foley
aguin has charge of the runbers
Coacli Foley has had a likely looking
squad out all fall, and while he has
suffersd the losa of practically all
of his veterans he will have Mclean,
Holden and Conradis upon which to
build for the winter And spring.

There are several promising eandi-
datas for the Contral track team. New-
comers in the welghts and other fleld
evenls are surs Lo swaell Central's
total on May 18 when the outdoor
champilonship meet is nheld.

It is supposed that Lou Doyle will
be in charge of the Central racqueters
agsin. Central is already claiming
the temnis title, Remembering that
the ML Pleasants produced In Jack
Dudley and Paul Conkiln both the
junior and boy champlioms of the Dis-
trict, Central has every right to clalm
& title

Have Players.
Thers are & number of other good

s In 1 this year and
from the stremgth of the other
schools it would seem that Central
weould have
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Athleten at the United States Naval
Acsdemy, past snd present, are inter
ested in the recommendations for
changes in the awarding of letters
and numerals which await the sanc
tlon of the commandant

The effort to strengthen the stand-
ing of the letter and numerals appears
to be a step in the right dirsction, the
idea being to increase the prestige of
the yellow “N* and of class numerals,

The Navy Athletic Association and
the Midshipmen's Athletic Associa
tion will recognize five major sporis
for which the “N™ will be awarded
Ssven minor sports are in the navy
athletic curriculum for swhich the "N
with subletters will be awarded

Returh To Former Custem.

The principal changes consist in &
return to the former custom of ¢olor
ed N's and In making awards In each
branch harder to win. N's will be
awarded In the various sports as fol
Football—yellow, Craw—red,
Baseball—white, Track--green, Has
kotball—gray. The N for winning
trom the Army remalns as before

Regulrementa for a letter are:
Football—Army game. Baseball—
Army game. In case no contest with
Army s held the lstters nhall be
awarded by a committes conaisting of
the team captain, the member of the
Navy Athletliec Association for that
sport, and a third person agresd upon
by the two mambera mentioned above,

May Wear Cressed Oars, |

Crew—Members of Lhe ecrew who |
row in & majority of scheduled Navy |
races. Crews winning at the !(onlpy,r
or breaking the Academy record In a
race, ara entitled 10 wear crossed oars

in addition

Track—Members who break or equsl |
a record, who win five or more pointa |
in & meet with the Army, who win 680 |
per cent of the possible points in an|
| event during the seanon, or who win|

lows:

WOULD CHANGE ATHLETIC
AWARDS FOR NAVY’S MEN

{erew, Track—Won poinis in & sched-

not to exceed alxteen. Gyrmnasium—
Members participating in two-thirds
of the meets and winning s major-
ity of points posaible for onsa Im-
dividual in his particular event, to-
tal awards not to exceed slx. Swim-
ming-—Members participating In two-
thirds of the meets and winning »

majority of points posalble for one in-
dividual in his particular event. Mem-
bers of the relay team winning two-
thirds of their races. Members who
break & Naval Academy record o a|
meet. Tennis—Members playing im|
two-thirds of the games and winning |
a majority of thelr matchea Fanc-
ing—Members taking part in two-
thirds of the matches and winning
a majority of thelr matches Rifle—
Members firing in a majority of
matches
Class Numeral Awards.

Class numerals will be awarded to
teans members not swarded letters
as followa: Football—FPlayed In
three regular gamesn Basketball—
Played in thres regular games. Crew

Rowed In a scheduled race In the
firat, second, four-oared or freshman

uled meet Basketball—Played In
three games, Wrestling—Won one
bout in & meet Lacrosas—Flayed o
one game of season.

Color for numerals: Football. base-
ball, erew, track, and basketball—
Bame as for Na In  these sporta

Wranfling—(range; Lacrosse—Brown.

AMUSEMENTS

of a rubber game.

Unleas all signs fail the collage
teams will be competing about on &
par with the firat rate prep schools
In & ahort while. The colleges are
suffering from a loas of first siring
athietees and the average age of the
college teamas now ia bat lttle clder
than that of the prep schools. Mary.

State was represented by the
youngest team in the histary of the
Institution last fall, and the baaket-
ball team this winter appears to be
but little older than the scholastic
quints In appearance

AMUSEMENTS
"lm" AT g

New York Cast Inciuding
MALE HAMILTON
*The Play With A Theusand Laaghs”

Next Week—3 Matinees
THE 13th CHAIR

Wik ANNIE RUSSELL

B. F. KEITH'S &=

THE DE WOLF GIRLS & CO..
Im w4 Clothos, Clothea”
Mme. Deoree’s Celebritios. Derothy Bren-
ner, Austin Webh & Co, Lester, the Ger
n]ﬁb. Manikichi Troupe. Other festures.
;\:‘u Weell, 2 Shows Nﬂ“'-r'l Day—2:18

3 < s Now

a totsl number of points equal to fAve
times the number of scheduled meats |
for the season.

Basketball—Membnrn  playing
two-thirds the number of scheduled
games, total number of awards not to
exceed seven,

Minor Sport Letters.

Yellow N's with subletters will be
awarded in minor sports as follows:
Wrestling—Members taking part in
two-thirds of the meets and utnnln.]
a majority of their matches, total
pwards not (o excesd seven La-

crome—Membera playing In twe.
thirds of the games, loflal awards

In

‘GAYETY %iz
The

Sporting Widows
With HARRY COOPER
o Next I'Uwi—-‘l'_'__'l_.?—ﬂ_ TONS.™
LOEW’'S COLUMBIA

Morn., Aft, Me e Nights, e, l3e, De
NOW PLAYING

WALLACE REID
in “Nan of Music Mountain"

'

AY A
ALL WEER
ft Co. Presents
B. HART In
SILENT MAN.*

GARDEN 3=«
Metro Co. Presents
HARGLD LOCKWOOD In
“THE SQUARE DECHIVER."

PLAZA Ivs=

DOUGLAS PAIREANKS In
“DOUBLE TBLE.~

Artcral
WILLIAM
“THE

Teday at 2:185
asd All This
Week

POLI & PLAYERS

FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD.
50 Singrre—Dancrr>—1{ omrdians

“THE CANDY SHOP"

Chaties Dillingham’s Fameus Revue

PRICKS: e 8. To L9
The Theater Pays the War Taz,

Matiness Tuss., Thurs., Sxt. o aad e




